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Some inferior, compromising plan would turn them against it,
and would probably have no better fortunes with the "unreflect-
ing multitude/'

On the 12th the committee of the whole agreed on the fifteenth
and last of the original Virginia resolutions, which was that the
plan proposed by the Convention should be submitted for ratifi-
cation to assemblies called for the special purpose in the various
states. The text of the resolution as now adopted called the new
plan "amendments" to the Articles of Confederation, made them
subject to the "approbation" of Congress, and provided that the
state ratifying conventions should be recommended by the state
legislatures. But there could be no question that the projected
constitution looked to the people for its acceptance, not to Con-
gress or the state legislatures.

On the 13th the committee of the whole presented its report,
now renumbered as nineteen resolutions,1 to the house. Randolph
moved to postpone further consideration till the nest day. On
the 14th Paterson moved that consideration of the report be
postponed one day more. Several of the delegations^ he ex-
plained, particularly that of New Jersey, wished to put forward
an alternative plan which was not yet ready to be offered. Again
the Convention adjourned, to Friday, June 15. Every delegate
must have been aware that a new chapter of their deliberations
was to begin.

VI

The people of America knew nothing about the progress of the
Convention. Benjamin Rush in Philadelphia believed on June 2
that everything was harmonious in Independence Hall. Franklin
had said, Rush wrote to a friend in England, that this was "the
most august and respectable Assembly he ever was in in his life/"
and that he thought they would "soon finish their business, as
there are no prejudices to oppose, nor errors to refute in any of
the body." Dickinson had told Rush that the delegates "were all
united in their object and he expects they will be equally united
in the means of attaining them/* William Grayson, member of
Congress from Virginia, wrote from New York on May 29 to
James Monroe that probably not "much good" would come of

1 See Appendix 4*